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What is so special about the Unehara-Tanaka Burial Mounds ?
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Protrusion of the burial mound 1
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Excavated pottery from the burial mounds

surrounding ditch
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Unehara-Tanaka burial mound 1

The remains of two tombs have been discovered in this site
Unehara- Tanaka, dating back to the late Yayoi Period (about 1,900
years ago). Burial mound 1 features a protrusion and a
courseway(refer to the figure above).

The area around the protrusion was used for ceremonies. This,
and the sophisticated keyhole design of the tomb, illustrate the
emergence of wealthy and powerful classes during these times.
This site marks the first use of the tomb design which became
standard throughout following periods.

Intricately decorated vessels and vessel stands have also been
uncovered in the surrounding ditch. These kinds of ceremonial
vessels are different from previous ones, and are believed to be an
early instance , itself a forebear of Haniwa. These urns were used to
hold offerings to the different spirits of nature.

The Unehara-Tanaka burial mounds are famous around the
country as first representatives of the architectural and ceremonial
styles that are also seen in other ancient areas such as Nara later,
and their value has been recognised through designation as a
Hyogo Prefectural Cultural Asset.
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Excavation of Unehara-Tanaka burial mounds
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Let's go walking in Unehara-Tanaka historical park!
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Excavations of the cemetery of the late Yayoi Period
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Historical park map
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Excavations of the ceremonial ditch
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